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INTRODUCTION 
 
This handbook is intended to serve all of our parishes.  It contains information 
about many aspects of the family of St. Peter’s, St. Mary’s, and St. Hedwig’s.  
Within these pages you will find descriptions of a variety of activities that go on 
at our parishes.  We hope it will be a helpful guide to all of you who are new, and 
a reminder to others of just how much goes on around your parishes and how 
important each one of us is to one another. 
 
 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
 
All Catholics are automatically members of the parish where they live.  Even if 
not registered in a parish, everyone who has been baptized Catholic has a right to 
the services of the Church – who considers it her work in the Lord to provide 
whatever support her members require.  If you are not registered, you ought to do 
so.  Other than explicitly joining another church, nothing in the past, or the 
present, ever places anyone outside the Church. 
 
All Catholics are expected at Mass each Sunday (and Holy Days of Obligations), 
even if they are not ready to receive the sacraments.  All Catholics are 
encouraged to receive Holy Communion and to go to confession regularly.  The 
minimum requirement of each of these is once during the Easter season. 
 
New families with children should inquire about sacramental preparation for their 
children.  Baptisms and marriages should be arranged with a priest.  Marriage 
arrangements should be made at least six months before the wedding date, and 
will include conferences with a priest and a Pre-Cana program. 
 
St. Peter’s Parish includes Lowville and most of Watson and Martinsburg.  St. 
Mary’s/St. Thomas includes Greig, Glenfield and some of Martinsburg, Watson 
and Turin.  St. Hedwig’s is a national parish, particularly for those of Polish 
descent.  If you have any questions about your location, please contact the office. 
 
 
 
 



PASTORAL STAFF   
 
The Parish staff meets regularly to facilitate a well-running parish, with all 
members participating in decision making.  A list of current names is included 
with this directory.  We hope you will feel free to call the office or any staff 
member whenever you have a suggestion which you feel might benefit the parish.  
We will be happy to set up an appointment to discuss your ideas.  We are always 
willing to listen.  Remember, it’s your parish! 
 
                   * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * *  * * 
 
OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR PARISHES… 
 
The Catholic Church, established by Christ as a fellowship of life, charity, and 
truth, is called and sent into the world to continue the mission of Jesus Christ.  
Every member of this church, by virtue of Baptism and Confirmation, cooperates 
in the mission of the Church, through participation in the Eucharist and the other 
sacraments, through the profession of faith, through evangelization, through 
prayer, through the testimony of life, and through works of charity. 
 
All in the Church have received a vocation.  In communion with our Holy Father, 
our bishop, and our pastor, we must have a clear awareness of being a community 
of those called.  We must discover the value of our own gift, in the light of the 
mystery of God and of the Church. 
 
It is no secret that the Church is growing and reaching out to more people.  These 
are difficult but challenging times – which make them exciting.  We are open to 
your input and contribution.  Parishes need to rely on the active involvement of 
their members.  Together clergy, religious and laity are the Church. 
 
The parishes of St. Peter’s, St. Mary’s/St. Thomas, and St. Hedwig’s invite every 
member to participate. 
 
All groups and organization listed and described in these pages contribute to the 
building of our parish family. Some groups are long- standing fixtures in the 
parish, some are new and some are in the planning phase.  You are invited and 



encouraged to become a part of one or more of these groups as the Spirit of God 
directs you. Please call the Parish office (376-6662). 
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PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 
We have a combined Pastoral Council of St. Peter’s, St. Mary’s and St. Hedwig’s 
with elected members from each parish plus staff members, finance council 
members and clergy serving ex officio. 
 
The Pastoral Council is a structure in the parish community by which the People 
of God actively fulfill their shared and specific responsibility in the Church’s 
mission.  It is a visible, practical meeting ground, where Catholics in the parish 
can consider the pastoral concerns of every day parish life.  It affords an 
opportunity for the clergy, religious, and laity of the parish to dialogue, acting 
through representatives of the Pastoral Council.  The members of the Pastoral 
Council seek to assess the spiritual and material needs of the parish community 
they represent.  Being part of this body of concerned and dedicated parishioners 
can be a very fulfilling experience, and is worthy of your consideration. 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL 
 
The Finance Council consists of the two trustees from each of the three parishes.  
The trustees are appointed annually by the pastor.  They advise him in matters 
dealing with finances.  
 
They also prepare the parish budgets, and examine the annual financial reports 
which are sent to the diocese and presented to the parishes each year. 
 
 
 
JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 
We offer two basic ways to become a new member of the Church: 1) through 
private instruction [arranged with a priest] and 2) through the Rite of Christian 



Initiation for Adults (RCIA) program.  RCIA is a ministry within the Church 
through which adults who may be interested in becoming a Catholic are educated, 
supported, prepared and initiated.  It is also a means by which Catholics who 
have been non-practicing for a number of years, or anyone wishing to know more 
about their religion can reeducate themselves and enter community life with 
confidence.  RCIA is a welcoming process and can only work with the support of 
the whole parish.  
 
Involvement with the RCIA at our parishes is growing and with your help and 
prayers, it will continue to flourish.  If you would like to be a part of the RCIA, 
know of someone who needs us, or would like more information for you; please 
phone the office (376-6662). 
 
PARISH RETREATS 
 
The parish retreat days or evenings of reflection are offered in the spring and/or 
fall. These days of renewal, for men and women, are designed to foster a sense of 
belonging to the Body of Christ, to deepen an appreciation of what it means to 
belong to one another in a faith community and to create a spirit of evangelization 
because of this appreciation. 
 
A well-qualified retreat director is invited to conduct the retreat day, usually from 
9 am to 3 pm on a Saturday.  At least one month notice is given in the church 
bulletin. 
 
 
 
 
MAJOR PARISH FUND RAISERS 
 
A parish festival is held every year in mid-May on the grounds of St. Peter’s 
Church.  Attended and looked forward to by thousands, it is our major fund raiser 
of the year.  Just as importantly, it is a great deal of fun for families and children 
of all ages.  Activities include:  amusement rides for the kids, games, numerous 
food booths, a bake sale, live entertainment, chicken barbecue and a drawing for 
cash prizes.  If you would like to be a part of this rewarding community effort, 



please call the Office (376-6662) for more information. This is one event you will 
not want to miss! 
 
LITURGICAL MINISTRIES  
 
All the ministries described below help us as a parish family to gather and 
worship together.  We invite and encourage your support by your active 
participation at our liturgies, by your questions and constructive suggestions and, 
hopefully, by your desire to become part of one of these very important groups.  
Men, women and teenagers should call the Office (376-6662) if they would like 
to join, or would like more information on any of these ministries. 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and  
Sacristy Volunteers 
 
Extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist serve at weekend masses when the 
celebrant sees that the number of people present is more than he can conveniently 
give Holy Communion to.  They also take Communion on Sundays to nursing 
homes, the sick and the elderly. 
 
Additionally, these ministers assist other volunteers in providing Rosary and 
Eucharistic devotions at nursing homes during the week. Volunteer sacristans and 
hospital aides assist area clergy at a regularly scheduled weekday Mass in nursing 
homes. 
 
Lectors 
 
The lector’s role is to proclaim the “Word of God,” as found in the Old and New 
Testament readings for our parish liturgies.  Through prayer and reflection on 
these readings, they bring these readings to the gathered faith community and 
involve them in an active role of listening and openness to the message of the 
“Good News.”   
 
Altar Servers 
 
These young people are present at our liturgies to assist the priest with the book 
of prayers and the preparation of the altar and gifts.  Any boy or girl in grade 3 or 



older; who is interested in becoming an altar server, should make arrangements 
with one of the priests. 
 
Greeters and Ushers 
 
Before the weekend Masses the Greeters and Ushers welcome the people entering 
the church and also hand out the weekly bulletin as the people leave Mass.  At the 
offertory, the Greeters bring up the gifts of wine and unconsecrated hosts for the 
congregation and present them to the celebrant.  Our Ushers are a dedicated 
group of people who also collect our offerings. 
 
MUSICIANS 
 
Musicians share their talents not only to beautify the liturgy, but also to add 
reflective moments during the ceremonies, and to enable the congregation to 
participate in the songs and prayers of the liturgy.   
 
St. Peter’s has an adult and children’s choir, song leaders, and instrumental 
group, organists, guitarists who regularly direct the music at the liturgies.    St. 
Mary’s and St. Thomas also have adult choirs, and St. Hedwig’s has an organist. 
 
St. Peter’s Folk Group  
 
A group of musicians and those who love music formed a folk group at St. 
Peter’s to share their gifts of song and prayer.  The folk group uses guitar, piano, 
drums, shakers, and voice to celebrate and praise God during liturgies.  All are 
welcome- children, teenagers, adults - to sing each Sunday morning at the 8:15 
Mass.  If you have any questions, or would like to join, call Ron Gingerich (376-
8474) or Joe Hall (376-7978). 
 
 
St. Peter’s Adult Choir 
The Adult Choir is under the direction of Jacqueline Archer. Our adult choir is a 
group of adults young and old who love music.   
The adult choir prepares liturgy for the 10:30 Mass on Sunday.  They assist with 
the preparation of liturgies for major feasts and events of the parish.  The adult 



choir also provides music for our funerals.  New voices are always welcome, call 
Jackie (376-4971).   
 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION  
 
 St. Peter’s Parish 
 
Christian Formation at St. Peter’s is a parish program focused on helping our 
families with the faith formation of their children, with a goal of helping them to 
know Jesus, through Scripture and Tradition of the Catholic faith. 
 
We have a Sunday program, with classes at 9:15 am, between the 8:15 and 10:30 
Masses, allowing families to attend Mass either before or after class. We have 
classes for grades Kindergarten through Grade 6.  Our class size averages about 
12 students. 
 
Grade 7 is release time program, during the last school period of the day on 
Friday; the students walk over from LACS to St. Peter’s for instruction.  Grade 8 
is when our students focus on the Confirmation program. 
 
Registration for all programs in September. 
 
St. Mary’s Parish 
 
Christian Formation at St. Mary’s Parish is focused on helping families of St. 
Mary’s, Glenfield, St. Thomas, Greig and St. Hedwig’s, Houseville, with the faith 
formation of their children, with a goal of helping them to know Jesus through 
Scripture and Tradition of the Catholic faith.  St. Mary’s program is one of the 
few released-time programs left in our Diocese.  We walk children, in grades 1-5, 
from Glenfield School to St. Mary’s Church for classes, with the help of parish 
volunteers. If you are interested in assisting with this ministry, please call the 
office (376-6662). 
 
Our Catechists are all volunteers from our parish community, and the names 
change somewhat from year to year, but some of our Catechists have volunteered 
here for 10 years or longer.   They all participate in the diocesan Virtus program 
and attend numerous Adult Enrichment courses. 



 
Registration for all programs is September. 
 
 
Sacramental Preparation for First Eucharist and First Penance 
 
Our sacramental program for First Eucharist and First Penance helps families 
prepare their children to receive each of these important sacraments.  This 
program invites children and their parents in all of our parishes from grade 2 and 
above to participate. 
 
First Penance is celebrated during the season of Advent after several months of 
preparing for the sacrament both in structured Christian formation classes and 
with parental instruction in the home.  Along with informational parent meetings, 
a First Penance Retreat Day is offered for the children and their parents just prior  
to their First Penance, that includes several workshops geared to help the children 
better understand the sacrament, and to help build their relationship with Jesus. 
 
 
First Eucharist 
 
First Eucharist is celebrated on the first Sunday of May after several months of 
preparing for the sacrament both in structured Christian formation classes and 
with parental instruction in the home.  Along with informational parent meetings, 
a First Eucharist Retreat Day is offered for the children and their parents just 
prior to their First Eucharist, The day includes several workshops, a tour of the 
Church, making bread, and practicing for the celebration of their First Eucharist.  
First Eucharist is a celebration not only for the children and families involved, but 
for our entire parish family. 
 
 
Confirmation Program 
 
Preparation for Confirmation consists of a one year program of study, prayer, 
service and increasing awareness and involvement in our church communities.  
This formal program of preparation for the reception of the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit builds upon the preparation begun within each candidate’s family and 



nurtured in our religious education program, in grades 1-8.  Usually students 
enroll in the Confirmation program in the 8th grade, but enrollment is open to 
high school students of any age. 
 
Scripture Reflection 
 
“Why Catholic?”  Is a wonderful opportunity for adults to reflect on the faith we 
hold dear and to deepen our understanding of our Catholic faith.  It is a simple 
process, a short meeting and a limited commitment.  Why Catholic? groups begin 
meeting each fall and then continue during the Lenten season.  Come, join a small 
faith-sharing group and develop a deeper faith.. 
 
Divine Mercy Sunday is held the first Sunday after Easter at St. Hedwig’s at 3:00 
pm. 
 
If you are interested in joining a Scripture or a reflective prayer group, please call 
the office (376-6662). 
 
 
FAMILY SUPPORT  
 
 
Pre-Cana: 
 
The Perspectives on Marriage program is for couples planning on entering 
marriage.  The one day program is required for couples being married in the 
Catholic Church.  This program focuses on each individual and what they will 
bring into the marriage.  Topics include:  the importance of communication, 
finances, parenting, in-laws and spirituality. 
 
 
 
For Couples 
 
“Renewing and enriching the third person in a marriage – The Relationship” 
 



“There is tremendous need for husbands and wives to sit down together and 
carefully plan, in a sense, mentally or spiritually create their own future…” 
 
  Stephen Covey. 7 Habits of Highly Effective Families 
 
Programs for married coups interested in enriching their marriage are designed 
specifically for groups of 2 or more couples.  Some possible program topics are:  
Strengthening Communications, Making Choices for a More Caring Relationship, 
Discovering Your and My Needs in the Relationship, Creating a Family Mission 
Statement, etc. 
 
 
Parenting:  Parenting Peacefully 
 
“ The goal of parenting is to help our children learn how to live healthy, 
responsible, satisfying and fulfilling lives without us.”              Nancy S. Buck, 
Ph.D. Peaceful Parenting 
 
Peaceful Parenting offers a clear, comprehensive approach for developing and 
maintaining a parent-child relationship that is the basis for healthy families and a 
strong community.  Peaceful Parenting offers an approach to parenting that is 
neither overly permissive nor harshly punitive.  Peaceful Parenting offers a 
perspective of peace in parenting, emphasizing cooperation and constructive 
competitiveness. 
 
A one session overview or a four session Peaceful Parenting program can be 
offered.  The sessions include:  A Child’s Genetic Instruction, Creating a 
Peaceful Place, Ages and Stages and Peaceful Disciplining. 
 
To sign up or inquire about these programs, please call the parish office (376-
6662). The programs are led by Tom and Linda Yousey (376-7633).  
 
PARISH PICNIC   
 
Families of St. Mary’s and St. Thomas’ join together each year to enjoy good 
food and good friendship. 
 



 
WOMEN’S GROUPS 
 
St. Therese’s Guild 
 
St. Therese’s Guild is a parish women’s organization established in 1925.  Any 
woman may join whether she is or is not a member of the parish.   
 
The spiritual intent of the organization is to unite the member’s growth in the 
knowledge of St. Therese the Little Flower.  The members hope to model her 
humility, simplicity, and child-like trust in God.  St. Therese’s Guild meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm in the church basement of St. Peter’s 
Church. The meetings begin with a dinner prepared by Guild members.   Guild 
does not meet in the months of June, July and August.  Dues are $5.00 per year, 
paid in the month of September. 
 
The members cater dinners and receptions for various groups in the area.  They 
have other fundraisers, Bake Sales and Basket Raffles.  The fundraisers raise 
money for the special needs of St. Peter’s Church kitchen, as the Guild is 
responsible for additions and replacement of equipment. 
 
Contact Person: Linda Pugh  376-2046 
 
 
 
Rosary Altar Society 
 
The primary purpose of the Rosary Altar Society is to praise and honor the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and secure her patronage by recitation of the Rosary for the 
spiritual benefits of all its members. 
 
The Rosary Altar Society members also assist in the care of the sanctuary, chapel 
room, and the church building.  Additionally, the society sees to the cleaning and 
purchase of altar linens.  To support these services, St. Peter’s members conduct 
rummage sales, bake sales, spaghetti dinner and a holiday bazaar.  Once a month 
at  12 noon, the members gather for a social luncheon, followed by a recitation of 



the Rosary and a business meeting.  The Members also assist with the Simple 
Meal during Lent, Ecumenical Lenten luncheon and funeral dinners. 
 
Contact person: Jacqueline Kaban 376-3201 
 
 
St. Mary’s Women’s Guild 
 
St. Mary’s Women’s Guild meets the first Monday of each month in the church 
hall after the 9 am Mass. 
The responsibilities of the “Hospitality Committee” and the Altar Rosary Society 
are carried out by the Women’s Guild. They sponsor social gatherings, funeral 
luncheons, and fund raisers  
(bake sale, dinners, raffles, etc.) as well as care for altar linens and flowers. 
 
Contact Person: Evelyn Bauer 348-8818 
 
 
St. Hedwig’s Ladies Society 
 
St. Hedwig’s Ladies Society welcomes all women of the parish to join in 
supporting the needs of the church.  Meetings are held monthly May through 
October.  All mothers of the parish are recognized with a flower or other small 
gift on Mother’s Day.  Fathers are honored in the same way on Father’s Day.  
Receptions are held for the celebration of first communion.  The Society assists 
with funeral dinners.  A mini Polish Festival is held in October.  A Christmas 
decorating party and potluck supper work days are enjoyed by all. 
 
Contact Person: Linda Domagala 376-6834 
 
 
 
 
HOSPITALITY COMMITEE 
 



The Christian Hospitality Ministry was formed to assist in offering welcome, 
support, and encouragement to all the peoples of St. Peter’s and St. Mary’s/St. 
Thomas’ parish communities. 
 
This group of volunteers is divided into several subgroups which represent the 
parish communities in welcoming new families and singles, extending sympathy 
to those experiencing loss, offering hope and cheer during times of difficulty, and 
sharing the joys of birth and baptism.  If you know of a parishioner who is in 
need of any of these services, please call the appropriate contact person or the 
office. 
 
Contact Person Ann Pominville   376-2706 
 
 
 
 
FOOD PANTRY 
 
St. Peter’s Church is a member of the Lowville Council of Churches, a group of 
area churches working together to help meet the needs of all the people in our 
community. 
One of the projects of the Council is to operate a Food Pantry.  Donations of food 
or money and volunteers to staff the Pantry come from all the congregations. 
St. Peter’s is assigned a time for a food drive which is announced in the bulletin.  
A basket is maintained near the confessional for food donations at any time.  
The Food Pantry is located at:   United Methodist Church,  

    7618 North State Street 
         Lowville, New York 13367 

                                                    Phone:  376-2123 
 
Anyone needing food may call for the details about obtaining assistance. 
 
 
 
 
LOAVES AND FISHES 
 



Loaves and Fishes or commonly call “Soup Kitchen” had its beginning in 
September of 1991.  Sister Mary William Argy with the help of three ladies 
prepared a meal of soup for five families. Now fifteen years later this ministry is 
still going strong with eight to ten ladies chopping, browning, blending, 
simmering, packing and freezing a meal for distribution.  Approximately fifty 
families in the Lowville area are benefited.  We exist totally on contributions of 
money, meat, and produce given by friends, parishioners, organizations and local 
markets,  Gifts of money can be placed in an envelope labeled “Loaves & Fishes” 
or “Soup Kitchen”  and placed in the collection basket. As for donations of meat 
or produce call the office. 
The Soup Kitchen is indeed indebted to those who have so willingly given of 
their support by prayers, time, energy and resources to make this a successful 
project.  Those who wish to participate in this ministry let us hear from you.  We 
meet the third Monday of each month at 8:30 am.  All help is welcomed, men and 
women. 
 
Contact Person:     Doris Wallace  376-7165 
    Barbara Evans  376-3357 
 
 
 

PARISH STAFF 
 
Rev. Timothy Soucy      Rev. Christopher Looby 
        Pastor           Parochial Vicar 

 
Rev.   Robert Cotter  
In residence at St. Mary’s 
 
 

Deacon Ronald J. Pominville    Sr. Lucille Beaulieu, OSM 
            Permanent Deacon       Pastoral Associate 
 
 
 

      Mrs. Maggie Martin 
       Christian Formation Coordinator 

  
 



 


